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adjustments must be repeated attentively until automatism results. The average 
spelling-lesson involves a certain amount of concentration upon the form, it 
also involves one or two repetitions. At this point, ordinarily, the whole matter 
ends. Very naturally the next time that the pupil meets the word in the course 
of written composition, where he is concentrating upon the content rather than 
the form, he misspells the word. 

"The remedy for this condition lies in an adequate application of the law 
of habit-building." 

The brief discussion of the problem of the examination, which concludes this 
chapter, is an excellent statement of the case. 

The last three chapters of the book deal with some of the more personal 
relations of the teacher, relations to principal and superintendent, and to the 
"ethics of Schoolcraft." There are four appendices dealing with outlines of 
school courses in classroom observation, "Pupil Government and the School City," 
the "Springfield Question" in arithmetic, and "Pupils' Written Work as An Index 
of Growth," with several plates showing progress in written work. 

W. F. Dearborn 

University of Wisconsin 



Eighteenth-Century Verse. Selected and edited by Margaret Lynn. New 

York: Macmillan, 1907. Pp. 484. $1.10. 

The volume having the above title is one worth while. The selections are 
well chosen, abundant, and are edited with sufficient notes. Besides the usual 
specimens from Dryden, Pope, Parnell, Swift, Thompson, Collins, Gray, Gold- 
smith, there are selections from Anne, Countess of Winchilsea, Philips ("The 
Splendid Shilling"), Ramsay, Dyer, Macpherson, Beattie, and the Scotch bal- 
ladists. In all, thirty-seven writers are included with nearly one hundred of 
their poems. No writer who lived over into the nineteenth century is included. 
The page and type are clear but the binding of the volume is not solidly built. 
Secondary schools will find the book excellent for reference work or supple- 
mentary reading. 

Elementary English Composition. By Tuley Francis Huntington. New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1907. Pp. xxii+357. $0.50. 
Mr. Tuley Francis Huntington's Elementary English Composition is a 
book written with a principle behind it. The author, in his very readable preface, 
informs us that his purpose is "to get close to the hearts of Tom and Alice — 
to the hearts of the boys and girls who are to use the book." Such a principle is 
certainly commendable, especially when we remember that most teachers of English 
composition insist that English composition is a matter for the heads of Tom 
and Alice. Tom and Alice have long insisted that their heads and tongues are per- 
fectly satisfactory to themselves and to their companions, and that English compo- 
sition as a formal exercise is a dead business — as far as their interest is concerned. 
Hence Mr. Huntington's principle — whether it works in his book or not — is peda- 
gogically sound. Could we only get our boys and girls vitally and heartily inter- 
ested in the matter of English composition, could we for a moment forget that black 
beast — the entrance requirements and its attendant terrors — we might get Tom 
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and Alice to sit at our feet in the blissful receptive mood which we so much 
desire. Hence, Mr. Huntington's theory is worth consideration. 

To gain the heart of the pupil Mr. Huntington wisely, we believe, insists 
that the subjects for themes should be, as far as possible, "wholesomely objective" 
and that the materials for composition should be drawn from life and from 
nature — from the life and nature known to the golden period of adolescence, 
and not from the life and nature of mature reflection, philosophy, and science. 
And herein lies a cardinal defect of much teaching of English. President Eliot, 
so the story goes, once said that the best teachers are those who never grow 
old ; in other words, the teacher who fails to read some books written for 
adolescents — such as The Jungle Book and The Bar Sinister, who fails to get 
the viewpoint of adolescents in books and life, is certainly growing old, and 
will not appeal to the hearts of Tom and Alice. Herein again Mr. Huntington is 
wise and discreet. He evidently has some of this youthful spirit, though he has 
taught much and read more. He has the feeling of sympathy for the youth 
who knows the golden world. Finally, the author, while he has a vision, is not 
unmindful of the fact that the business man, who in all probability no longer 
lives in the forest of Arden, fleeting the time carelessly as they did in the 
golden world, demands practical results. So the author of this textbook desires 
pupils to think that English composition work is worth their while, that it will 
lead to the larger requirements of the world of work, to more influence and to 
better associations. To meet these practical requirements Mr. Huntington lays 
emphasis on the bettering of class recitation talk and ordinary school language. 

Such is Mr. Huntington's pleasing theory, and as far as we can judge he 
has kept his theory consistently clear throughout his book. It is a pleasing 
theory, and it should work in the classroom. 

The book is designed for use in the highest grammar grade and in the 
lower high-school grades. 

H. E. Coblentz 

South Division High School 
Milwaukee, Wis. 



